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 The costume designs for the characters in Cavalleria Rusticana are based on period outfits from 

the era of this Italian one act Opera. Part of the color choices for the characters of this opera were 

determined by the events occurring during Easter day and then upon which characters attend mass in 

the story. Other choices are meant to show the relationship between characters, and establishing polar 

opposites as a means of providing contrast between the leads and the chorus.  

 The chorus is meant to be a unified voice much as the chorus of old, and therefore their outfits 

match or share the same color scheme. The chorus itself consists of members of the Easter procession 

and villagers attending Mass. Alfio is dressed in travel/work attire, as he has just returned from making a 

delivery in another village. He is meant to appear more masculine and his vest color is the 

complimentary of Turridu’s outfit, as they are at odds and Alfio inevitably neutralizes Turridu at the end 

of the Opera. Turridu is dressed in traditional garb to attend Mass where he plans to meet Lola, and his 

color can be interpreted as adultery, or to symbolize his love with Lola, however Turridu is the one who 

instigates the duel with Alfio and so his color scheme is darker and sinister as with his role in this 

production. Lola is a snide and “loose” woman within this story and yet she pretends to be innocent and 

taunts her cheating to Santuzza. As a result her outfit is more revealing and flowing than the other 

woman, while maintaining the illusion of innocence and colors appropriate for attending Mass. Santuzza 

has been excommunicated by the church, and it can be gathered that this is due to her profession as a 

prostitute. Her outfit is period specific, yet with additional layers and accents in order to add flare and 

the duality of trying to hide what she is, while still advertising what she has for sale. Lucia is Turridu’s 

mother, and she does not attend Mass as she is running her tavern as the festivities transpire. Her outfit 

is very traditional of Italian elders, and is designed to stand out from the chorus without overpowering 

the other characters as her role is minor in the opera.   



 

 


