
Human Viewpoint Thinking versus Divine Viewpoint Thinking

This is taken from Lesson #184 of the Basic Exegesis series. 
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1. Most Christians think with a variety of influences—they have the norms and
standards that they were raised with, societal norms and standards, and some of
what the Bible teaches. 

2. After knowing how to get back into fellowship, the key to the Christian life is being
able to think like God.  Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the
renovation of your thinking, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and
perfect will of God.  For I say through the grace which has been given to me to
every one who is among you, stop thinking of yourself in terms of arrogance beyond
what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational
without illusion as God has assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from
doctrine. (Rom. 12:2–3). 

3. Very simply stated, divine viewpoint thinking comes from the Bible doctrine in your
human spirit and human viewpoint thinking comes from your human soul. 

4. A person can be a new believer or an unbeliever and have divine establishment
thinking, which are the norms and standards of God designed to preserve a nation. 
Many times, unbelieving children can learn these norms and standards from
doctrinally straight parents; or some people can acquire divine establishment norms
and standards from having been in the military. 

5. Arrogance is both a mental attitude sin and an indication of human viewpoint. 
Believers are warned  But He [God] gives greater grace. Therefore [Scripture] says,
"God opposes the proud [or, arrogant], but he gives grace to the humble [or, grace
oriented]." (James 4:6).  See also Rom. 12:3 

6. One form of arrogance is thinking that your norms and standards are superior to
those found in the Bible.  Your own norms and standards are not divinely inspired;
you learned some of these from your parents and these were modified by the
society in which you live (which are affected by your friendships, contacts, the laws
that you are subject to, your education, along with advertising, movies, television,
literature and art).  An example of a societal norm which I have seen change from
being correct to incorrect is society’s view toward homosexuality—when I was
young, it was viewed as sin, abnormal and distasteful.  Today, much of society
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believes that homosexuality is simply how a person is born (which is not exactly
correct) and, therefore, not a sin (again, incorrect). 

7. There is no place in the plan of God for human viewpoint thinking.  "My thoughts are
not your thoughts, and my ways are not your ways," declares the LORD (Isa. 55:8). 
Therefore, all who are mature should think this way [as Paul has been teaching].
And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this to you also [through
the continued teaching of Bible doctrine] (Philip. 3:15).  Keep thinking objectively
about things above [divine viewpoint] and not about things on the earth [human
viewpoint] (Col. 3:2). 

8. Only the believer in fellowship can learn to think like God, building doctrine upon
doctrine.  But the unregenerate man of the highest intellectual attainments is not
given access to the things of the Spirit of God, for to him they are folly, and he is not
able to come to know them because they are understood in a spiritual realm. But
the spiritual man investigates indeed all things, but he himself is not being probed
by anyone. For who has come to know experientially the Lord's mind, he who will
instruct Him? But as for us, we have the mind of Christ (1Cor. 2:12–13).  Having the
mind of Christ is divine viewpoint, and the apostles were able to teach divine
viewpoint. 

9. Pastor teachers should make every effort to be teaching from the Word of God to
their congregation, instead of human viewpoint.  Paul told the Corinthians: My
language and the message I preached were not adorned with pleasing words of
worldly wisdom, but they were attended with proof and power given by the Spirit, so
that your faith might not be in men's wisdom, but in God's power (1Cor. 2:4–5).

10. Acquiring divine viewpoint thinking is a day-by-day process of learning the Word of
God.  You do not suddenly decide, “I am going to start thinking like God thinks;” and
then it happens.  You get exposed to human viewpoint approximately 23 hours/day
(minus your sleep time); and, ideally, you get exposed to Bible doctrine 1 hour per
day.  Over time, Bible doctrine will overtake human viewpoint in your thinking. 

See http://gracebiblechurchwichita.org/?page_id=184 for more information on this topic. 
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