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“What shall I render to the Lord, for all His bounties to me?”  

(Psalm 116:12) 
A meditation based on Sergei Bulgakov’s, The Gifts of the Magi (1934). 

Gold is found deep in the earth, its purity and luminous glow are hidden within the darkest re-

cesses. It is carefully and patiently extracted from the depths, bit by bit, and eventually it 

shines with such splendor! So too is the spiritual beauty given us by God, hidden deep within 

us is to be brought forth, in order to shine, made radiant in the reflection of His gentle light. 

This gold belongs to the King of Glory; we are His and we are to bring Him the glory He has 

given us, the glory hidden within us. 

Fragrant frankincense melts on the burning coal and ascends to heaven. It is an image of the 

longing of our soul rising to our heavenly homeland, of our prayer making its way to the 

throne of God, of our sighs joining the intercession of the saints and the acclamations of the 

angels, all things caught up in glorifying Him. Truly there is a frankincense of the soul, its fra-

grance hidden and, as if frozen in our hearts, longing to be released through love, in the censer 

of love, and brought to the Christ Child. Every soul has its own prayer, its own sacrifice; its 

own fragrant ascent of veneration to the throne of glory. 

The wise men foreshadow the myrrh-bearers, and myrrh is the gift of love for the burial of the 

Beloved One. His birth is the beginning of the way to His death, the path leading to Golgotha. 

His manger in the cave is a symbol of His grave, for the way of love is sacrifice and the price 

of sacrifice is death. Our myrrh is our decision to die with Him, our commitment to follow 

Him, the risk denying ourselves, our longing to be united to Him, so that we may rise with 

Him. Myrrh stands for love, and love is as strong as death, indeed stronger, for death in Christ 

is actually life; it is resurrection with Him. 

May our gifts be pleasing to Him, Who for our sake is born, the eternal God. 

Very Rev. Fr. John Memorich 
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Joan Benny, Helen Gaborick  

and Patricia Patrick, labeling 

the 
"The Star of the Nativity" 

By Boris Pasternak 
 

It was winter, and chill  

Wind blew from the steppe,  

And the infant felt cold as he lay in that den  

On the slope of the hill.  

 

And as he lay there, the child was kept warm  

By the breathing of oxen,  

And a haze hung over the manger,  

For in that cave they kept beasts from the farm.  

 

Shaking the bedstraw and granules of millet  

From their sheepskins,  

Bleary-eyed herdsmen  

Gazed from their crag at the expanse of midnight.  

 

Far away, beneath snow lay the burial yard,  

Fields, fences, and tombstones,  

Snow-drifted cart shafts,  

And over the graves stood a sky full of stars.  

 

And nearby, and unseen hitherto and more timid  

Than candle-stub glow  

In a night-watchman's window,  

The star on the roadway to Bethlehem glinted.  

 

It flamed like a hayrick, standing aside  

From the heavens and from God,  

Like a fire-raiser's flare,  

A threshing-floor blaze, or a farmstead on fire.  

 

Like an inferno of haystack or straw,  

It soared up aloft and  

Amid a whole cosmos  

Alarmed at the sight of this new-risen star.  

 

The aurora that glowed, overarching the orb,  

Held a message: stargazers  

In threesome sped forth  

In response to that sign never witnessed before.  

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Incorporeal beings, they were seen by no eye,  

But the ground showed their traces wherever 

they trod.  

 

By the stone at the door of the cave they all 

gathered.  

Dawn broke and the cedars emerged from the 

gloom.  

"Who are you? Whence come you" Maid Mary 

demanded.  

"We are shepherds, messengers of the Lord.  

Singing praises and bringing our homage we 

come."  

"But you are so many. Some must wait by the 

door."  

 

Amid ashen darkness preceding the dawn  

Shepherds and herdsmen paced up and down.  

Pedestrians and riders groused at each other.  

And at the trough where beasts of burden were 

watered  

Donkeys kicked, camels bellowed and snorted.  

 

Daylight was coming, and like flakes of cinder  

Dawn swept the last stars from the heavenly 

vault.  

From the numberless crowd just the Magi were 

admitted  

By Maid Mary through the cleft in the rock.  

 

In his manger of oak the Child slept, all radiant  

Like a beam of moonlight glimpsed through tree 

hollow.  

Instead of a sheepskin to warm him, the Infant  

Had mere lip of donkey and nostril of oxen.  

 

And they stood in the shadows, in the gloom of 

the barn,  

And they whispered, scarce finding the phrases.  

All at once, in the dark someone put forth an 

arm  

And motioned the Magi aside from the manger.  

One Wise Man turned round, and behold, like a 

guest at the gateway,  

Observing the Maid was the Christmastide star.  

In train came their camels, loaded with gifts,  

Together with donkeys  

Harnessed in series,  

Hooves stepping sedately, down from the hills. 

 

And in a strange vision of time's future course  

There rose up an image of things yet to come:  

The thought of all ages, all dreams, and all worlds,  

The future of galleries, museum collections,  

Fairyland whimsies, feats of magicians,  

All the world's Christmas trees, dream visions of 

children,  

 

Shimmer of candlelight, chains of crepe paper,  

And all the splendor of tinsel and foil…  

… Yet wilder, more savage the wind from the 

plain…  

… And all those apples, and all the gold baubles.  

 

Part of the lake was screened by some alders,  

But one of its reaches was plain to be seen  

Between rookery nests set aloft in the trees.  

Those guarding their flocks commanded clear out-

look  

As donkeys and camels skirted the water:  

"Let us go with the others. Let's worship this won-

der,"  

Said they, drawing their fur coats about them.  

 

The herdsmen they sweltered and trudged through 

the snow.  

Beyond the shelter, across the bright clearing,  

Glinting like mica, lay marks of bare feet.  

And in the starlight sheepdogs grated and growled  

At that crystalline trail with its candlelight gleam.  

The frost-bound night was a fairytale picture.  

And all the time from the blizzard-blown mound  

Invisible strangers kept joining the crowd.  

Hugging close to the shepherd and peering around,  

The dogs ran, and fretted and feared some afflic-

tion.  

 

And through that same country, along the same 

way,  

Came angels processing and merged with the 

throng.  
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Transition 

Blessed is the Way in Which Thou Shall Walk Today, O Soul: 

Kathleen Johnston, age 81, reposed in the Lord on November 23, 2017; buried November 27, 2017.  

Memory Eternal! 

Do you frequently shop on Amazon? Now, all of that shopping can help benefit our 

church – as we are now signed up with Amazon Smile – a program in which Ama-

zon will donate 0.5% of your purchase to the charity of your choice.  Archangel Mi-

chael Orthodox Church is registered as an approved charity.  Visit 

smile.amazon.com, use your Amazon login credentials, search for our church name 

and start shopping!  It’s that easy.  For more information, call the church office and 

Phil can help you through it!  

The More You Know: 
Why do so many towns in the Holy Land begin with “Beth?” Because in Hebrew, the word Beth means 

“house” or “house of.” Therefore, Bethany literally translates as House of Dates. Bethsaida, a fishing commu-

nity on the northernmost tip of the Sea of Galilee, means House of Fish or Fishing. Bethel means House of 

God, Bethpage means House of unripe Figs, and Bethesda means House of Grace. Additionally, Bethlehem 

translates as House of Bread, which is apropos because our Lord, Jesus Christ, the “Bread of Life” (Jn 6:48), 

was born there! 

Fr. John 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Please note that at the Annual Parish Meeting (to be held in February, 2018), the following Board of Trustee 

positions are available: President, Treasurer, Assistant Financial Secretary, and TWO Trustee-At-Large posi-

tions. If you are interested in running for any of the positions, please see Donna Tesar, Nominating Committee 

Chair or Mickey Herzak, President. 

2017 PLEDGE OBLIGATIONS 

As the 2017 year draws to a close, please note that there are still 113 parishioners who have not yet fulfilled 

their 2017 pledge obligation, totaling $26,804.00 in outstanding gifts. 

BOOKSTORE NAMING CONTEST 
Following the church lower level renovation, our bookstore is significantly more spacious which allows us to 

stock and sell a wider variety of items. Any great store needs a great name--and we need your help! The Board 

of Trustees will hold a Bookstore Naming Contest! Please submit your name ideas by filling out a Name Sug-

gestion Slip and dropping it in the box provided in the bookstore. You can also e-mail name suggestions 

to bjtesar@gmail.com. 

The person who suggests the winning name will receive a $25 gift certificate to the bookstore. In the event that 

multiple entrants suggest the same name, the winner will be considered the first person to enter. 

All entries must be turned in by noon on December 31. 

mailto:bjtesar@gmail.com
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FRIDAY NIGHT BOOK CLUB 
Thank You to all of our Book Club members who hosted meetings during the 2017 year! We are excited to 

announce our meeting dates for 2018, as well as the titles of the books: 

January 12 – Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk by Kathleen Rooney 

March 2 – Killer of the Flower Moon: The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI by David Grann 

May 11 – The Letter by Kathryn Hughes 

July 20 – Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 

September 21 – Along the Infinite Sea by Beatriz Williams 

November 16 – Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult 

Please join us (men can join too!) It’s a great way to start the New Year, by trying to read more!! 

Medivnyk:  

Spiced Honey Christmas Cake 
This delicious cake should be made at least three days ahead of time to allow flavors to fully mature. It is a tra-

ditional part of Christmas festivities – but more so in the Ukraine and Belorussia. Enjoy! 

Ingredients: 

1 cup plus 1 tbsp of dark honey 

1 tsp cinnamon 

½ tsp ground nutmeg 

½ tsp ground cardamom 

 2 tsp baking soda 

½ cup unsalted butter, softened 

1 cup dark brown sugar 

4 eggs at room temperature, separated 

Instructions: 

Place one cup honey, the cinnamon, nutmeg, and cardamom in a saucepan and bring to a boil over medium 

heat, stirring with a wooden spoon. Stir in the baking soda and remove from heat. Let cool. 

In a large bowl, beat together the butter and brown sugar until the mixture is fluffy. Beat in the egg yolks, one 

at a time, then slowly stir in the cooled honey mixture. In another bowl, combine yogurt, cottage cheese, and 

grated orange rind. 

Sift the flour and salt into the honey-egg mixture, alternating with the yogurt mixture, stirring after each addi-

tion. Retain ½ cup of the flour, and toss it in a bowl with the raisins, dates, and walnuts. Then stir this dry mix-

ture into the batter. 

Preheat oven to 300 degrees F. Beat the egg whites in a bowl until they hold stiff peaks. Whisk 2 tbsp egg 

white into the batter, then gently fold in the remainder. 

Pour the batter into a well-buttered 10 inch tube pan, lined with buttered wax or parchment paper. Bake the 

cake for 1 and ½ hours, or until a knife comes out clean. 

Cool the cake in the pan on a rack for 15 minutes, then invert onto the rack and remove the paper. Brush the 

cake with 1 tbsp honey, and allow to cool completely before storing in an airtight container, for at least 2 days 

before serving. Feeds 12! 

½ cup Greek yogurt 

½ cup cottage cheese 

1 tbsp freshly grated orange rind 

2 ½ cups plain flour 

½ tsp salt 

1/3 cup plus 1 heaped tbsp. of raisins 

6 oz of pitted dates, finely chopped 

1 cup walnuts, finely chopped 
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HEALTH HINT 118 – DECEMBER 2017 

Medicare 

Open enrollment for Medicare ends on December 7th. Provided below is some general information regarding 

what Medicare covers, and there could be variations depending on your medical case as well as other secon-

dary insurances that you may have. Costs can vary depending on what plans are chosen.  

Medicare Part A- hospital care, skilled nursing care in a facility, i.e. Physical therapy needs after a frac-

tured hip, hospice, home health services. 

Medicare Part B- Medically necessary services or supplies need to diagnose or treat your medical condi-

tion and meet acceptable standards of medical practice. Preventative health care services to prevent illness or 

detect it an early stage when treatment is likely to work best, i.e. Outpatient x-rays, a doctor’s visit in an of-

fice.  

Medicare A and B does not cover-long term care (custodial care), most dental care, eye exams, dentures, cos-

metic surgery, acupuncture, hearing aids and exams, routine foot care. 

Medicare Part C- The Medicare Advantage programs fall into this category and coverage may depend on 

the type of plan you have. Examples are Anthem Senior Advantage, Humana Medicare. Medicare does not 

authorize a member to have a Medicare Advantage plan and a Medigap policy. If you wish to consider a Medi-

gap policy, then you need to transfer back to traditional Medicare. An example would be if you have tradi-

tional Medicare and AARP as a secondary.  

Medicare Part D- prescription drug plan 

Medicare coverage is based on 3 factors: 

1. Federal and State laws 

2. National coverage decisions made by Medicare about whether something is covered 

Local coverage decisions made by companies in each state that process claims for Medicare. These companies 

decide whether something is medically necessary and should be covered in their area. 

Have a wonderful holiday season!! 

Kristen Dotson RN 

DID YOU KNOW? 
As you are all aware, each month, you receive a pack of envelopes to be used for your monthly donations. 

Many parishioners have opted out of the envelope program, and rather, have their financial institution send 

their donation directly to the church (monthly, weekly, etc.). This helps the church save on printing & postage 

for these envelopes. To learn more, or if you are interested in stopping your monthly envelopes and setting up 

a direct payment – contact Phil in the church office.  

RETIREMENT BRUNCH FOR TED GELETKA 
Please Join Us on Sunday, December 17 for a special Retirement Brunch for Ted 

Geletka, following Divine Liturgy. As you are aware, Ted will be retiring from his 

position as Choir Director, and it is only fitting that we honor him and his years of 

service to Archangel Michael Orthodox Church!  
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
On Saturday, December 16th ALL members of our parish are invited to join the 

Sunday School students as they go Christmas Caroling at some of the local nurs-

ing homes in which our parishioners are residents of. This is a great way to bring some holiday joy to those 

loved ones who may not be able to regularly attend services. 

 

ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE FOR ST. HERMAN HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY 

We are collecting non-perishable, non-expired food items to be donated to St. Herman’s House of Hospitality 

for the holiday season. The food drive will run until Sunday, December 17 and then be delivered to St. Her-

man’s. Below is an up to date listing of the supplies most needed at the house.  

 Mayonnaise  

 Milk - Boxed (shelf stable) gallons 2%  

 Coffee - regular ground and instant  

 Sugar - 5 lb. bag  

 Salad dressing - various  

 Canned tuna and/or chicken  

 Assorted canned vegetables, fruits, soups  

 Peanut Butter  


