
Craigslist Mastery HTML Cheat Sheet 

HTML 
HTML stands for Hyper Text Mark-up Language. Beyond that we just want you to know that you can use 

it to improve the look and feel of any web page, blog post, and of course your craigslist ads. The guides 

below are known to work with the Craigslist System. Please use these with the sample ads that have 

been provided as part of the system. 

HTML Tips & Guidelines 
In our testing we found that using even the most basic HTML code such as putting bold in certain 

sentences increased the response rate by a minimum of 20%. 

We also found that it is better not to try and put too much HTML into your ad as it becomes time 

consuming and distracting. The top HTML tips we found to increase response rate are listed below: 

1. Use bold at least 1 time in your ad for the item that you want to draw the most attention to. 

2. List the top 3 features that are most attractive to buyers in your area in the ad. 

3. You must put at least 1 link back to your website and preferable two links back to your website. 

We found that putting a link in the first sentence and the last sentence increased response rate 

of an ad by a minimum of 18%. 

4. Bold and center your phone number in the ad if possible. 

5. ALWAYS put pictures with your ad. Craigslist allows you to add 4 pictures per ad that they do for 

you. Use all 4 pictures. Ads without pictures had 21% less response rate then the exact same ad 

with pictures. 

HTML that is allowed by Craigslist 
Not all HTML code will work on Craigslist and the items that we list here have been listed by Craigslist to 

work with the system. 

HTML Code What it does\example 

<b>The word or sentence to emphasize</b> <b></b> is the HTML code that makes the 
word or sentence within the b’s bold.  
 
Let’s show you what it looks like. 
 
Example: <b>Bold Sentence</b> = Bold 
Sentence 
 
Warning: make sure not to overuse bold 
in your ads as this will distract the user. 



<center>Center Text</center> <center></center> is the HTML code that 
makes the word or sentence on the 
screen centered. This is perfect to use for 
headlines that you want the user to pay 
attention to. 
 
Example: <center>5 Properties 
Left</center> 

Listing Items 
 
There are two types of lists that you can create. You can 
create one type of list that uses bullet points and the other 
kind of list is numbered. We will outline how to use them 
below. 
 
 

Numbered List 
 
The output from 
the code at the left 
would look like 
 

1. Granite 
2. Tile 
3. New 

Carpet 

Bulleted List 
 
The output from 
the code at the left 
would look like: 
 

 Granite 

 Tile 

 New 
Carpet 

Bulleted List 
<ul> 
    <li>Granite</li> 
    <li>Tile</li> 
    <li>New Carpet</li> 
</ul> 

Numbered List 
<ol> 
    <li>Granite</li> 
    <li>Tile</li> 
    <li>New Carpet</li> 
</ol> 

Create a link back to your website. You want to direct them 
to a specific page or location within your website or blog. 
Do not just direct them back to your home page. 
 
You must link them to a specific area. 
 
<a href=" 
http://www.lovelylongbeachhomes.com/bixby_knolls.shtml 
">Bixby Knolls</a> 
 

In the code to the left the phrase “Bixby 
Knolls” is linked to a specific page about 
Bixby Knolls. 
 
It would appear on the screen as: 
 
Bixby Knolls 

<u>Underlining words</u> This is noted that CraigsList does support 
it but we don’t recommend using it. If 
someone sees something is underlined 
they will think that it is a link they can 
click on. 

Create a line to break up your ad. 

The code <hr> creates a horizontal line across your ad 

 

This is another code that can get 
overused and we don’t recommend using 
it more than 1 time per ad. 
 
You may never have to use this one. In 
testing we did not find an increase in 
response rate with this. 

  

 

http://www.lovelylongbeachhomes.com/bixby_knolls.shtml

